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1. Will your party expand the role of the RN to include prescribing medications and ordering diagnostic 

testing by 2015?  

 

In April, 2013 the Liberal government issued a press release saying they will work with the College of 

Nurses on changes that could include allowing Registered Nurses to prescribe certain medications. To 

date this has proven to be another empty Liberal promise.  

 

Andrea and the Ontario NDP understand that nurses today have the skills and education to do so much 

more. That’s why we have been pushing for an expanded scope of practice for RNs for years. Nurses in 

the United Kingdom have been prescribing medication for 15 years and other provinces are also 

considering expanding the scope of practice for nurses. It’s a change that makes sense for patients and for 

a more efficient health system. It’s time for a government that delivers results.  

 
2. Will your party commit to expanding the role of the LHINs to encompass all sectors and phase out 

CCACs?  

 

The Ontario NDP pushed for a review of LHINs for three years and finally last fall the Standing 

Committee on Social Policy began a review. The committee received a lot of complaints about CCACs 

during this review process. In light of serious concerns that were raised we would review the CCACs to 

determine the best course for improvements.  

 

The Ontario NDP also believes that it is crucial to finish the work started in the committee’s review of 

LHIN. We would complete the review and recommendations before making any changes to their 

mandate. 

  

3. What will you do to narrow the RN access gap between Ontario and the rest of Canada? 

  

Nurses save lives, but Ontario has the second lowest nurse to population ratio in the country with seven 

nurses for every 1,000 residents. Studies have shown that every patient added to a nurse’s average 

workload increases the risk of a surgical patient dying by seven per cent.  

 

Yet the out of touch Liberal government cut 1,200 full-time nursing positions last year, even while 

hospitals are running over capacity. 

 

Andrea and the Ontario NDP have recognized that the decline in full-time nursing positions is part of the 

problem. Hiring nurses as a casual or temporary worker is bad for workers and bad for patients – it just 

doesn’t make sense.  

 

New Democrats believe that quality of care is directly linked to continuity of care and this is linked to 

continuity of caregiver. In 2012 spending on overtime hours for nurses amounted to more than $171 

million. The Ontario NDP will ensure that health spending goes to support frontline care and more full 

time jobs instead of precarious employment arrangements.  



4. To ensure that Ontarians receive access to quality care, will you commit to increasing the total 

number of new NPs each year by a minimum of 250 NPs?  

 

The Ontario NDP has committed to relieving the pressure in our hospitals and reducing ER wait times by 

half. Hiring more nurse practitioners is an important component of our plan. We will hire an additional 

250 new nurse practitioners in our first year to focus on treating and discharging non-urgent ER patients 

and take lead roles in family health clinics. We need change that ensures publicly-funded, not-for-profit 

health services are there when we need them, now and in the future and that includes increasing the 

number of nurse practitioners.  

 

5. Will your party support increasing the minimum wage immediately to $14 per hour, and automatically 

index it to the rate of inflation thereafter, in order to bring workers 10 per cent above the Low Income 

Measure of poverty?  

 

Andrea and the Ontario NDP recognize that income is a key determinant of health. Ontario will see the 

minimum wage rise to $11 an hour on June 1 of this year. The Ontario NDP plan will increase it to 

$11.50 on June 1 of 2015 and to $12 on June 1 of 2016. We will tie the minimum wage to inflation and 

give employers four months’ notice before subsequent increases. We believe in taking a balanced 

approach to investing in our work force, and our economy. Our plan includes a gradual phase-in and tax 

cuts for small businesses to ensure that the change is positive for families, employers, and the entire 

Ontario economy. 

 

6. Will your party transform the social assistance system so that the income of people receiving Ontario 

Works (OW) and the Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP) reflects the actual cost of living, 

including the cost of shelter, energy, and nutritious food?  

 

Andrea and the Ontario NDP have been pushing the out of touch Liberal government to increase the OW 

and ODSP for years. In 2013 we were successful in our insistence that they create an earnings exemption 

that will allow recipients of Ontario Works and the Ontario Disability Support Program to keep the first 

$200 in employment earnings before the government begins clawing back their benefits. 

New Democrats recognize that OW and ODSP still do not reflect the actual cost of living, including the 

cost of shelter, energy, and nutritious food. Particularly, since under the Liberals the cost of energy has 

skyrocketed. Our goal is to address this issue and to stand up for middle class families. It is time for a 

government that makes sense. 

 

7. Will you increase monthly payments to single adults receiving OW by $100; Ontario Child Benefit 

(OCB) payments to $1310/child/year in July 2014, fully indexed to inflation; and increase OCB by $100 

annually?  

 

Decent and affordable housing is an important determinant of good health. These changes have been 

needed for far too long and New Democrats have been standing up for Ontario families in the 

Legislature. The Liberals make election time promises, but have not delivered for the past 10 years on 

their promises. It’s time for a government that delivers. 

 

We are committed to seeing increases in the OW and the Ontario Child Benefit (OCB). We will increase 

the OCB to $1310 and fully index it to inflation.  

 



8. Will your party increase access to safe shelter and stimulate job creation by building more affordable 

and supportive housing and by bringing aging housing stock up to standard? Will your party make 

permanent the 2013 transitional funding of $42 million for the municipal Community Homelessness 

Prevention Initiative?  

 

Too many families are being squeezed by rising costs and worry about having a safe, clean place to live. 

The Ontario NDP has a long history fighting for government action on homelessness. We will make life 

more affordable and will enhance support for poverty reduction and homelessness prevention. We will 

increase the Community Homelessness Prevention Initiative by $42 Million annually to $294 Million 

over 7 years.  

 

9. What will you do to reduce people’s exposure to toxics? What will you do to ensure that people have 

the right to know about the existence of toxics in the environment, in their homes, in their workplaces, 

and in consumer products?  

 

The Ontario NDP understands that the environment is a major determinant of health. For mental and 

physical health and a variety of other reasons, it is vital for government to protect and foster clean air, 

clean water, healthy food and access to active lifestyles. 

 

Today it’s become increasingly difficult for the average person to determine the safety of consumer 

products. That’s why we introduced the Community Right to Know Act in 2007, that would have 

prohibited suppliers from supplying a good or service that exposes consumers to a toxic substance unless 

a warning has first been provided.  

 

The Liberals passed a weak Toxic Reduction Act which is not sufficient. The Ontario NDP would 

strengthen this legislation as well as the Great Lakes Protection Act, 2014. We would increase 

enforcement and including toxic reduction targets in environmental legislation. 

 

10. Will your party safeguard Medicare by prohibiting experiments in medical tourism?  

 

The Liberals have let medical tourism creep into our system and now the Health Minister herself is 

actively encouraging it. This approach is indicative of their willingness to pursue increasing privatization 

of our public services. Selling the resources of our public health care system to the highest bidder is 

another step toward two-tier health care and the Liberals haven’t even put in place guidelines for the 

practice to make sure that the needs of Ontarians comes first. 

 

Because many hospitals in Ontario have had their budgets frozen over several years, they have been 

forced to weigh unacceptable choices to keep afloat, including opening up to paying international clients. 

We know at least four hospitals in Toronto started charging for services since 2011. 

 

This situation is entirely preventable by providing hospitals with adequate funding and putting in place 

clear guidelines prohibiting the commoditization of health care. Unlike the Liberals and the Tories, the 

NDP are committed to protecting and promoting the public delivery of health care. No one should get 

priority treatment because of their ability to pay tens of thousands of dollar out-of-pocket. 

 

We know that there are other sources of savings and efficiencies in the system besides putting a price on 

essential public services. Andrea Horwath and the NDP will support, not undermine, high quality 

universal health care in Ontario. 



 

11. Will you work to promote pharmacare at the national level through the Council of the Federation to 

expand medicare to include pharmacare, and will you also work to bring pharmacare to Ontario, 

irrespective of whether the federal government proceeds to introduce a national pharmacare plan?  

 

Pharmaceutical drugs have become central in treatment and to living longer. A national pharmacare 

program was one of the goals of the 2004, 10-year Health Accord, which is now expired. Looking back 

unfortunately little progress has been made in this area.  

 

The current federal government has not shown any willingness to work with the provinces on a new 

agreement and has made changes to the health transfer payments that no longer account for the differing 

needs and the GDP/capita of the provinces. This means that while Ontario will see a drastic cut to federal 

health payments, Alberta will received a lot more despite a much higher GDP per capita.  

 

The Ontario NDP will stand up for Ontario in talks with the federal government and work together with 

other provinces to push for a new federal health accord and a renewed commitment to a national 

pharmacare plan. We are also committed to exploring options for Ontario should a national effort fail.  

  

12. Do you support creation of a dedicated fund with new revenue sources to pay for a substantial 

expansion of transit and active transportation? Do you support devotion of a kick-start fund for an 

immediate, visible improvement in transit, as recommended in the Golden panel report?  

 

The Ontario NDP will create a dedicated fund for immediate transit improvements with revenue to pay 

for priority transit expansion across Ontario. We support kick-starting transit relief by boosting transit 

investment by $250 million annually; prioritizing projects to get shovels in the ground, and helping 

municipalities across the province by restoring funding for the Ontario Bus Replacement Program that 

Kathleen Wynne cut as Transportation Minister. We also support the Golden Report’s recommendation 

to implement a modest rollback in the Liberals’ corporate tax cuts to help fund transit investments. 

 

13. What will you do to ensure the fiscal capacity to deliver all essential health, health care, social and 

environmental services? Will you shift revenue to more efficient sources that encourage environmental 

and responsibility (such as environment levies like carbon taxes)? Will you work with the federal 

government to research the scope of tax evasion losses, and then put in resources to recover the lost 

revenues?  

 

The Ontario NDP strongly supports adequate funding for health care, social and environmental and is 

committed to a fair and progressive tax system to this end. We believe that growing inequality is having 

a huge impact on health in Ontario. We won a real victory for Ontarians in 2012 by pressuring the 

Liberals into implementing a more progressive high income tax bracket for those earning over $250,000 

a year. 

 

We also believe that tax credits need to be more targeted toward achieving a desired goal rather than just 

corporate give-aways. While the Liberals just want to put $2.5 billion tax dollars into corporate bank 

accounts and hope that some jobs will be created. We will take a different approach and implement a 

modest rollback of the Liberals’ corporate tax reductions which lowered the corporate tax rate to 11.5 

percent from 14 percent. Secondly, we would implement two, separate targeted tax credits that would 

reward employers for investing in new jobs and expansion in Ontario. 

 



We believe that there needs to be a crackdown on tax evasion and the underground economy. Clearly in 

dealing with the issue of tax evasion, the federal government needs to be an active partner with the 

province. We will work with the federal government on closing the loophole to tax evasion.  

 


