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Premier Dalton
McGuinty and his
team are settling into
a second term of
office.The people of
Ontario gave them a
strong mandate to
continue governing

this province. Over the next four years, the
Premier says he will continue to build the
province’s public services.

Nursing
As a health stakeholder, RNAO worked
with the McGuinty government to re-
build the nursing workforce. Many of our
recommendations were adopted and imple-
mented during McGuinty’s first mandate.
Thousands of nurses were hired, we
reached 61.6 per cent full-time employment
for all RNs, and we launched the Sudbury
District Nurse Practitioner Clinics, the first
nurse-led NP clinic in Canada, which will
provide care to some of the 4,500 patients
who have been without a family doctor for
years.These are just some of the successes
that RNAO helped shape.

But more work and other challenges
remain.We need more young people to join
the profession.We must enable our experi-
enced nurses to continue working.We want
an Ontario where nurses can build success-
ful careers and where internationally trained
nurses who choose to make Canada their
new home can qualify for practice.

The Liberal government has pledged to
improve on the gains of its first mandate in
office. I can assure you that RNAO will
hold Premier McGuinty and his team to
the promises made, including strengthening
our role and our profession.This means
9,000 additional RNs and 70 per cent full-
time employment.This is paramount to
ensuring continuity of patient care. It also
means more nurse-led clinics (Premier
McGuinty committed to 25) with an
emphasis on primary health care and
chronic disease management.

We also welcome the promise of addi-

tional investments in health care, necessary
to ensure there are enough health-care
providers to meet the needs of Ontarians,
especially our seniors who live at home
and those who reside in long-term care.
They deserve the highest standard of care.

Medicare
The continued assault on our single-tier
system, as evidenced by the new constitu-
tional challenge, will require continued
vigilance from the new government.We
will look for a vigorous legal defense, and
any future health-care legislation must
incorporate not-for-profit delivery as a
governing principle.We expect the
McGuinty government to stop those try-
ing to undermine Medicare by setting up
for-profit clinics.

Poverty
RNAO has been vocal about the need to
develop a comprehensive strategy and poli-
cies to reduce poverty.As nurses, we know
poverty is the single most preventable
cause of poor health and early death.

It is reprehensible that one in seven
people in this province lives in poverty and
that 324,000 of them are children.These
children and their families must be able to
count on politicians to do the right thing.
The association’s platform laid out a specif-
ic set of recommendations that we believe
must be adopted to turn the tide.

Increasing the minimum wage and
introducing a child benefit for low-income
families – as implemented by the Liberal
government during its first mandate – are
positive measures, but even Liberal politi-
cians concede more needs to be done.At
the Vote Out Poverty concert RNAO 
co-sponsored in Toronto, Liberal candidate
and re-elected MPP Kathleen Wynne
announced that the Premier plans to 
establish firm targets to combat poverty.
This was music to my ears and an indica-
tion that this government is serious about
dealing with poverty.We will be there to
help set those targets.

A community-based housing strategy
and more childcare spaces are also impor-
tant next steps.To ensure individuals and
families don’t fall farther behind, we also
need to see regular increases in both the
hourly minimum wage and social assis-
tance rates. Make no mistake; RNAO
expects a clear and comprehensive plan
within the next 12 months.

Environment
What we know today about the quality 
of the air we breathe and the chemicals 
in the environment is nothing short of
alarming. Chronic conditions such as 
asthma, cancers and birth defects have
been linked to these trends.

We owe it to our children, their chil-
dren and to the generations yet to come to
hold the government accountable to
improve air quality and reduce smog.This
area is of special significance to me because
I believe successful societies care for their
people and look after their environment.

We intend to hold Premier McGuinty
accountable for the work he believes is not
yet complete and to the promises made
during the election campaign. Phasing out
coal-fired electricity plants, reducing toxic
substances, and instituting a province-wide
pesticide ban that mirrors bans already in
place in dozens of towns and cities across
Ontario will help us change course.

We are on a path at RNAO. I call on
you to help us advance these initiatives 
and to recruit others to join us.The larger
our numbers, the louder and stronger 
our collective voice.Together we will 
contribute to a sustainable society. RN
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