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Land Acknowledgement
- RNAO is located on Huron Wendat, 

Haudenosaunee, and the Mississaugas of 
the Credit, Treaty 13. 

- Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt 
Covenant, (agreement between the 
Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibwe and 
allied nations)

- This land is still the home to many First 
Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples from 
across Turtle Island. 

- Land acknowledgments are an act of 
reconciliation and we must all do our part.

https://native-land.ca/

https://native-land.ca/


This session is
being recorded



AGENDA SPEAKERS

Welcome Susan McNeill, associate director, RNAO

Introduction to today’s session
-recap of the last webinar
-overview of RNAO’s work on harm 
reduction

Sabrina Merali, manager, mental health and addiction program, RNAO
Matthew Kellway, director, nursing and health policy, RNAO

Panel discussion
Harm reduction: Expanding beyond the 
decriminalization conversation

Hayley Thompson – project manager, Toronto’s Drug Checking Service, 
Centre on Drug Policy Evaluation
Scott M Roose – harm reduction and anti stigma speaker and advocate
Marysia (Mish) Waraksa – NP and clinical lead for the Parkdale Queen 
West Safer Opioids Supply Program, Toronto
Dawit Belay – RN, SOS Program, Regent Park CHC
Michael Roach – RN and regional lead for Addiction Services, Health 
Sciences North, Sudbury

Questions and Answers Sabrina Merali

Opportunities for taking action Matthew Kellway

Closure Dr. Doris Grinspun, RNAO CEO

Today’s Agenda



LAST MONTH panel discussion: 
Decriminalization of simple drug possession

Émilie Frenette
Primary health care 
nurse practitioner
and supervisor of 
Toronto Public Health’s 
injectable opioid agonist 
therapy program

Cori Chapman
Retired nurse, 
mother, 
grandmother and 
great-grandmother

Kathy Moreland
Registered nurse, 
Active member of 
MOMS STOP THE 
HARM

Sandra Ka Hon 
Chu
Lawyer and co-
executive director of 
the HIV Legal 
Network

Marysia (Mish) 
Waraksa
NP and clinical lead 
for the Parkdale 
Queen West Safer 
Opioids Supply 
Program

Watch recording: Health System Transformation — Speaking Up and Speaking Out | RNAO.ca

https://rnao.ca/video/health-system-transformation-speaking-up-and-speaking-out


Overview of RNAO’s work on harm reduction

https://rnao.ca/bpg

https://rnao.ca/bpg


RNAO Mental Health & Addiction Program
PROGRAM

The goal of the Mental Health and Addiction program is to enhance evidence-based care 
and services related to mental health and addiction across all settings 

VideosE-Learning Videos & Webinars



RNAO In-Focus: Mental Health & Addiction 
Best Practices Program



Overview of RNAO’s harm reduction policy work

Action Alert: End the 
overdose crisis, premier

RNAO's provincial 
election platform 

2022

Ontario's nursing crisis: 
Your health, your health 

system

RNAO’s federal 
election platform 



RNAO Meets with Minister Tibollo Oct 31,2022 



Opioid Crisis in Ontario 
The following data is from Public Health Ontario



Today’s panel

Dawit Belay
RN, SOS Program
Regent Park CHC

Hayley Thompson
project manager, 
Toronto’s Drug 
Checking Service, 
Centre on Drug Policy 
Evaluation

Scott M Roose
Harm reduction 
and anti stigma 
speaker and 
advocate

Michael Roach
RN and regional 
lead for Addiction 
Services, Health 
Sciences North, 
Sudbury

Marysia (Mish) 
Waraksa
NP and clinical lead 
for the Parkdale 
Queen West Safer 
Opioids Supply 
Program



DISCUSSION
Q&A



Questions or suggestions
CONTACT: mha@RNAO.ca
Visit: www.RNAO.ca/mentalhealth
RNAO In Focus page: RNAO Mental Health and Addiction Best 
Practices Program | RNAO.ca

mailto:mha@RNAO.ca
http://www.rnao.ca/mentalhealth
https://rnao.ca/in-focus/mental-health-addiction


Next webinar: Monday, 
Dec. 12, 2022, 2 to 4 p.m.



JOIN RNAO NOW AND ENJOY 
A WHOLE YEAR OF BENEFITS!
WITH PLP & TAXES INCLUDED FOR RNs & NPs:

VISIT JOIN.RNAO.CA TODAY!

• $256 – Regular
• $175 – ONA member
• $87.83 – work less than 15 

hours per week, retired or on 
parental leave

• $102.94 NP new grad

• $21.60 – undergraduate 
nursing student

• $92.99 – Friend of RNAO (if 
other categories do not apply)
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