
“canada iS back,” Said our new 
prime minister to the heads of 
state in Paris at the climate 
change summit in November. 
that is a sentiment i have 
repeatedly heard since 
October’s federal election, 
when voters elected Justin 
trudeau canada’s 42nd prime 
minister with a large majority. 

Following the election, RNAO 
conveyed its good wishes to 
trudeau in a formal letter. We 
also shared our eagerness to 
partner in building canada up, 
on health, health-care and 
nursing matters. there’s a lot of 
work ahead, and RNs, NPs and 
nursing students are up to the 
task, we said.  

so, what has the new 
government delivered so far to 
prove canada is back? to start, 
there is a renewed commitment 
to refugees: bringing 25,000 
from syria and fully reinstating 
the interim Federal health 
Program (iFhP). this news 
came shortly after the election, 
when trudeau also announced 
that the appeal to the Federal 
court of Appeal, launched by 
harper’s government in 
response to the court’s ruling 
his cuts were “cruel and 
unusual,” has been perma-
nently adjourned (see page 26). 
Although RNAO was ready to 
continue its advocacy on behalf 
of refugee claimants by seeking 
and securing standing at the 
appeal, we are happy we no 
longer need to fight that battle. 

Another important policy 
announcement that quickly 
followed the election came from 

Navdeep Bains, the newly 
appointed minister of innova-
tion, science and economic 
development. the reinstate-
ment of the long-form census, a 
decision that is both necessary 
and invaluable for health and 
health-care planning, shows 
that trudeau recognizes you 
can’t create sound health and 
social policies if you don’t have 
sound information about people 

and communities across this 
country. his predecessor’s 
decision to scrap the long-form 
census led RNAO to back a 
private member’s bill to 
reinstate it. More than 2,500 
RNAO members sent letters to 
then Minister of industry James 
Moore. Although the bill failed 
to pass in parliament, our 
advocacy had an impact, and we 
are thrilled that we will once 
again have the robust census 
data that we need. 

RNAO’s work on these two 
important priorities may be 
gearing down, but our efforts 
continue to ramp up on another 
issue high on the Liberal 
government’s agenda: end-of-life 
care and assisted dying. As is 
often the case, RNAO was ahead 
of the curve when it began 
pushing for an ethical framework 

following the supreme court of 
canada’s decision in February to 
strike down the country’s ban on 
physician-assisted death. First, 
there was the board-led resolu-
tion passed at RNAO’s 2014 
AGM to begin an open and 
public dialogue about end-of-life. 
that was followed by five 
webinars and a public forum at 
our 2015 AGM with over 1,300 
RNs, NPs and members of the 

public sharing their views and 
suggestions for implementing 
the change we need to ensure a 
peaceful end to life.  

the supreme court set a 
deadline of February 2016 to 
see action on its decision. 
trudeau has asked for an 
extension on that deadline. 
Regardless of the court’s 
decision on that request, 
RNAO will continue to be a 
fully engaged partner in this 
work to secure comprehensive 
palliative care policies and 
funding, as well as a principled 
framework that responds to the 
court’s ruling. 

these are some examples of 
“what” trudeau’s new govern-
ment has delivered to canadians 
already. Of equal importance is 
the noticeable difference in 
“how” these priorities are being 

addressed. it is refreshing to see 
a government that once again 
embraces the media, is con-
necting with the public, and is 
showing respect for science. 
this approach has been sorely 
missed for almost a decade. And 
organizations like RNAO, which 
have a proven track record of 
evidence-based advocacy that 
informs healthy public policy, 
will see great opportunities with 
this new government. 

Just as we were there when 
canada’s First Ministers met to 
create the Health	Accord in 2004, 
our members can expect to see 
us engaged when Jane Philpott, 
our new federal health minister, 
meets with her provincial 
counterparts on Jan. 21 to  
discuss a new, multi-year Health		
Accord	– another deliverable  
that matches RNAO’s federal  
election platform. 

Ontario’s Premier Kathleen 
Wynne, with whom trudeau 
already has an established and 
positive relationship, and health 
Minister eric hoskins, who 
shares social justice and health 
equity values with Philpott, will 
be key players as the new Health	
Accord is discussed. i have no 
doubt they will welcome RNAO’s 
values-driven leadership and 
evidence-based advocacy acumen 
to help ensure real change builds 
canada up.  Rn 

doriS grinSpun, rn, mSn, phd, lld 
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