
Humbled by this huge responsibility, and opportunity to give back

PResIdeNt’s vIeW WIth vANessA bURKOsKI 

It Is an honour and prIvIlege 
to begin my term as RNAO 
president and to share my first 
message with you. When I 
assumed this important role 
at this year’s annual general 
meeting (AGm) in early may, 
I shared a photograph taken of 
me 30 years ago, when I gradu-
ated from nursing school. I was 
so excited and proud when I 
received the black velvet ribbon 
to pin to my cap. this signified 
my entry into the nursing pro-
fession as a registered nurse.

sharing that bit of his-
tory with colleagues allowed 
me to reflect on the history 
of our profession because its 
evolution to the present and 
progression into the future is 
rooted in policy advocacy. From 
the end of nursing caps to the 
advanced practice of nursing 
today, the foundation of every-
day practice stems from health 
and nursing policy. this is 
confirmed in legislation and 
regulation that helps make our 
province a healthier place to 
live, work and play.

some of you may know that 
I held the position of provin-
cial chief nursing officer from 
2007 to 2011. I was privileged 
to have the rare opportunity to 
gain knowledge and experience 
in the policy domain of nurs-
ing practice at a system level. 
during my time at the ministry, 
collaboration and partnership 
with RNAO were critical to the 
success of formulating sound 
nursing and health-care policy, 
and program initiatives. Why? 
because the evidence-based, 

collective voice of over 30,000 
(back then) RNAO members 
rang loud and clear, signal-
ing the essential first stage of 
the policy cycle: the creation 
of a burning platform. you, as 
members of RNAO, articulated 
the issues and provided the evi-
dence to inform sound nursing 
and broader health-care policy. 

And you, as members of 
RNAO, have power in influ-
encing the direction of system 

policy that guides our prac-
tice and strengthens our 
opportunities to advance the 
profession of nursing and 
improve the quality of care 
delivery for patients and fami-
lies in Ontario and beyond. 
this is what has brought us to 
the strong profession that we 
enjoy today. this is what has 
enabled us to sustain the pre-
cious resource of health for 
the public. And, this is what 
will continue to enable us the 
privilege and responsibility of 
strengthening our health sys-
tem for the future.

In my current role as 
vice president/chief nurs-
ing executive at London 
health sciences centre, I am 

accountable for creating the 
conditions that enable nurses 
to excel in their practice. Pol-
icy and program initiatives 
driven by RNAO provide me, 
and all of you, with the tools 
and resources to make a posi-
tive difference in nursing and 
health outcomes. the develop-
ment of RNAO’s best practice 
guidelines, and the Enhancing 
Community Care for Ontarians 
(eccO) model for system 

transformation (released in 
2012 and revised in 2014), are 
just two of the many vibrant 
examples of how our profes-
sional association sets the bar 
for quality, safe care delivery, 
healthy work environments, 
and better health outcomes for 
all Ontarians. 

you are the reason I humbly 
accept the responsibility of 
RNAO president. you are my 
inspiration. I have witnessed 
and I continue to witness and 
experience the passion that 
over 36,000 RNAO members 
have for distributive justice. 
you raise important policy 
issues across the determinants 
of health. you bring insight 
through your practice across 

every domain, including clini-
cal, education, administration, 
research, and policy roles. your 
cross-sectoral views and inno-
vative ideas give life to our 
profession, and elevate trust 
in members of the public who 
rely on us to advocate for their 
best interests. 

my key message to you is 
this: your RNAO voice is vitally 
important, listened to, and 
translated into policy that makes 
a positive difference for our 
profession, patient care deliv-
ery, and the health of Ontarians 
wherever they are. Just like you, 
I am a registered nurse, and a 
proud member of RNAO. We 
are part of a voluntary, profes-
sional association committed to 
improving our profession and 
the health of the people of this 
magnificent province.

Personally, I can think of no 
better way to spend my time and 
energy than to give back to you, 
for the generous gift of spirit, 
enthusiasm and devotion that 
you have demonstrated towards 
our profession, patients, fami-
lies and communities. I look 
forward to serving as your pres-
ident to further catapult this 
great profession of nursing and 
make it even stronger. RN

vanessa burkoskI, rn, bscn, mscn, 
dha, Is presIdent of rnao. 

“ my key message to you Is thIs:  
your rnao voIce Is vItally Important, 
lIstened to, and translated  
Into polIcy that makes a posItIve 
dIfference for our professIon.”

To see (or read) the Q&A 
with Vanessa Burkoski, 
visit RNAo.ca/
PresidentQandA
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