
Decision over RN entry 
exam sparks criticism
canada’s nursing regulators 
ignited a firestorm of contro-
versy in december when they 
decided to select an American 
company to develop a computer-
based entry exam for nurses.

the current Canadian Reg-
istered Nurse Examination is 
administered to all new RNs 
across the country by the 
canadian Nurses Associa-
tion (cNA). the American-
based National council of state 
boards of Nursing (NcsbN), 
which administers a similar 
exam for nurses in the U.s., 
was chosen to create a new 
exam for canadian RNs begin-
ning in 2015.

the college of Nurses of 
Ontario (cNO), one of 10 reg-
ulators behind the decision, 
said it wanted the NcsbN to 
develop a computerized exam 
because it would be more 
affordable, accessible and pro-
vide results within 48 hours. 
cNA countered that there is 
no need to enlist another com-
pany because it plans to roll 
out an online version to replace 
its paper and pencil version by 
2015. RNAO is standing behind 
cNA in its opposition to the 
decision. so are more than 
5,400 RNs who have signed a 
petition against the decision. 

in a three-page letter to 
cNO executive director Anne 
coghlan, while expressing 
respect for the regulators, 
RNAO detailed its arguments 
against their decision, citing 
concerns that it would compro-
mise administrators’ ability to 
test a candidate’s knowledge 
of the principles and values of 
canada’s health-care system. 
Another major concern is the 

potential harm and loss of con-
trol of test data given privacy 
laws in the U.s. The Patriot Act, 
which came into effect after 
9/11, gives the U.s. govern-
ment power to search records 
held by third parties without 
informing or seeking permis-
sion. RNAO also cited concerns 
about the effect a U.s.-based 
exam would have on the supply 
of RNs in Ontario, given both 
countries are in the midst of a 
nursing shortage.

  RNAO members who signed 
the petition said: 
•  “canada should have a cana-

dian nursing exam, which 
addresses uniquely canadian 
health-care issues.” 

•  “the only way to fairly…
examine canadian nurses-
to-be is with an exam that is 

developed within canada by 
canadian experts. i am dis-
appointed a non-canadian 
organization would even be 
considered.” 

•  “Next thing you know, our 
canadian-educated, U.s.-
tested nurses will be heading 
south of the border.” 

•  “We need a canadian exam 
to reflect our standards of 
practice.” 
For more information  

about the decision, visit  
www.cna-aiic.ca.  

RNAO joins task force 
on care, safety of 
long-term care residents 
An investigative series on 
abuse in long-term care homes, 
published in the Toronto Star 
last November, prompted the 

long-term care sector to create 
a task force on resident care 
and safety in nursing homes. 
the newspaper uncovered 
instances of abuse, aggres-
sion and neglect that went 
unchecked. RNAO’s represen-
tative on the committee is Josie 
santos, who oversees the Long-
Term Care Coordinators Project.  

Although its work is still in 
the early stages, the mandate 
of the group is to address the 
factors that contribute to inci-
dents of abuse or neglect, with 
prevention as a key goal. it also 
wants to ensure transparency 
in long-term care homes, and 
restore public confidence. stay 
tuned for more details.   

Who’s who at 
Queen’s Park 
if there is an issue in nurs-
ing or health-care delivery that 
you feel needs to be addressed, 
here’s a list of politicians and 
their portfolios. deb Matthews 
is minister of health. the min-
istry of health promotion was 
dissolved after the 2011 provin-
cial election, and is now cov-
ered under health. the poverty 
file is being handled by eric 
hoskins, minister of children 
and youth services. housing 
is under the purview of Kath-
leen Wynne. And Linda Jeffrey 
looks after the seniors file.  
Jim bradley is the minister 
responsible for the environ-
ment, while chris bentley 
holds the energy portfolio.  
On the opposition benches, 
elizabeth Witmer serves as the 
Pc critic on all health matters 
with the exception of mental 
health and addictions, which 
is handled by christine elliot. 
France Gélinas is health critic 
for the NdP. RN

POLicy At WORK

Getting ready for RNAO’s 13th 
Annual Day at Queen’s Park  
a report examining government spending, by economist Don Drum-

mond, will dominate the political scene at Queen’s Park over the 

next several months. The report contains hundreds of recommen-

dations on program spending, and will be the focus of discussions 

nurses have with politicians at rnao’s Annual Day at Queen’s Park 

on march 1. about 140 rns and nursing students – leaders of 

rnao – will hear speeches and engage in dialogue with representa-

tives from the three parties. attendees will also meet with mPPs in 

small group sessions at the legislative building in Toronto.
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