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Presentation to the City of Toronto Budget Committee 2012  
Operating Budget and 2012-2021 Budget and Plan Hearing 

Committee Room 1, Toronto City Hall 
 
Wednesday December the 7, 2011 
 
To the Budget Committee: 
 
Re: shelter closures 
 
I am here as a member of the Street Nurses Network, a network of front line nurses who work with homeless and 
precariously housed vulnerable men and women. The forecast closure of Birchmount Residence, Downsview 
Dells and Bellwoods, which offer supportive housing to older men, and women, some of who have mental health 
issues, and or a history of addictions is of great concern to us and in my opinion shameful.  
 
As nurses who work with the most vulnerable members of society, we work with people everyday for which the 
need for supportive housing is so great. The biggest impact we can make as nurses is to advocate for safe 
supportive housing and ensure people get the little income they are entitled to while advocating for increased 
social assistance rates. The rest of our work is secondary to those primary needs.  We are witness to the ravages 
homelessness creates and the difference, stable housing can make to an individual’s mental and physical well-
being. 
 
For men and women with a long history of homelessness, “old age” starts much earlier than for many of us who 
are stably housed. Homeless people age and die prematurely compared to the population at large. Access to safe 
supportive housing is one of the single most important steps that we can take in improving an individual’s quality 
of life and in turn impacting the larger community. It provides a measured level of dignity, something homeless 
people are robbed of and it keeps people out of emergencies and hospital beds, thus decreasing the economic 
burden.  
 
So when we hear of the looming closure of these residences, who house and support older men and women with 
physical and mental health challenges, our alarm bells are ringing. 
 
First, where are these most vulnerable members of society going to go? We are too well aware of the dearth of 
safe supportive housing available in Toronto. And two, what does this say about what kind of community, society 
we want to live in? Like many around here, we want to be part of a more inclusive, healthy and prosperous city.  
 
For similar reasons, the selling off of TCHC housing is the wrong approach. 
 
To repeat a recently quoted tenant: “Some people dream of extraordinary lives. We dream of ordinary ones”. The 
residences and these homes make huge differences in people’s lives, in our communities and save dollars over 
time.  
 
And yes, dollars and cents matters. So how about starting with reinstituting the vehicle registration permit tax and 
I encourage all Budget Committee members to have a good look at the recently published Wellesley Institute’s 
“Countdown to Zero: Balancing Toronto’s Budget”, a budget review which provides a good reality check and 
careful analysis of the healthy financial options this city has. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Anne Egger, RNEC 
Member of the Street Nurses Network 
 

 


