
Looming cuts to health 
insurance for refugees 
called dangerous
Nurses	joined	the	campaign	
to	oppose	a	series	of	changes	
that	will	affect	health	insurance	
coverage	for	refugee	claimants.	
At	the	end	of	June,	a	program	
that	provides	temporary		
coverage	for	refugee	appli-
cants	will	be	significantly	
scaled	back,	a	move	nurses	and	
physicians	working	directly	
with	asylum-seekers	say	will	
threaten	lives.	RNAO	issued		
an	Action	Alert	and	wrote	an	
open	letter	to	the	Prime	minis-
ter	of	Canada	and	the	minister	
of	Citizenship	and	immigra-
tion,	Jason	Kenney.

the	changes,	which	were	
announced	in	April,	would	
mean	that	Ottawa	would	no	
longer	pay	for	any	health	care	
for	some	asylum-seekers	and	
would	stop	prescription	drugs,	
dental	care	and	eye	care	for	all	
new	and	current	beneficiaries	

of	the	interim	health	Program.	
RNAO	fears	that	those	without	
insurance	coverage	may	delay	
seeking	life-saving	treatment.	
the	federal	government	says	
the	changes	would	save	an	esti-
mated	$100	million	over	five	
years,	but	others	worry	the	cost	
will	simply	be	transferred	to	
the	provinces.	Nurses	and	doc-
tors	argue	the	cuts	will	actually	
cost	money,	not	save	money.	
RNAO’s	CeO	doris	Grinspun	
said,	“restricting	primary	care	
and	preventive	care	is	ludi-
crous	and	unethical.	these	are	
cost-savers.”	

RNAO supports push 
to post calorie counts 
on menus  
Legislation	that	would	require	
chain	restaurants	to	post	the	
calorie	count	of	their	food	
items	on	menus	or	menu	
boards	has	RNAO’s	stamp	of	
approval.	NdP	health	Critic	
France	Gélinas	(above,	centre)	

introduced	a	private	mem-
ber’s	bill	at	Queen’s	Park	in	
may	saying	it	would	provide	
families	with	more	informa-
tion	so	they	can	make	healthier	
food	choices.	the	legislation,	
Healthy Decisions for Healthy 
Eating,	also	has	the	backing	
of	the	Ontario	medical	Asso-
ciation	and	the	Centre	for	

science	in	the	Public	interest.	
if	passed,	the	bill	would	also	
mandate	that	restaurants	post	
the	sodium	content	of	their	
food	items.	RN

To read Sabrina Merali’s 
speaking notes on calorie 
counts, visit www.RNAO.ca/ 
healthydecisions

Sabrina Merali (left) represented RNAO at NDP Health Critic France Gélinas’ May 
media conference calling on restaurants to include calorie counts on menus.

At the rally: (top) Vikky Leung, incoming student representative for RNIG; 
(bottom, right) Glen Murray, Ontario’s Minister of Training, Colleges and 
universities; and (bottom, left) outgoing RNIG co-chairs Dianne Roedding (left) 
and Judith MacDonnell.

Action against bullying
RnaO took part in a rally held at Queen’s Park on May 12 in support 

of legislation (bills 13 and 14) that would promote safer schools 

by addressing bullying. The event was organized by the Ontario 

Gay-Straight alliance Coalition. Dianne Roedding and judith Mac-

Donnell, outgoing co-chairs of the Rainbow nursing Interest Group 

(RnIG), represented the association. The coalition, which includes 

RnaO and a wide variety of other community groups, supports indi-

viduals and groups who are experiencing challenges establishing 

Gay-Straight clubs in their local schools. Such groups provide vital 

support to students who experience discrimination based on sexual 

orientation or gender identity, and help to create a safer, more inclu-

sive school environment. 

RnaO’s submission on bills 

13 and 14 reviews the evi-

dence of the physical and 

psychological harm, including 

suicide, caused by bullying.

To read RNAO’s submission 
in support of the province’s 
anti-bullying legislation, 
visit www.RNAO.ca/
anti-bullying
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