
National campaign 
prompts more health-
care professionals to 
get vaccinated
RE: A shot in the arm,  
November/December 2011

as your article acknowledges, 
health-care workers can carry 
the influenza virus and not even 
know it. We were concerned 
about the low rates of immuni-
zation amongst our staff  
last year, so we implemented 
 a national campaign called 
“Get it! don’t spread it!”  
with a goal to have at least  
75 per cent of our staff across 
the country immunized.  
We exceeded that goal. in fact, 
some of our long-term care 
homes achieved nearly 100 
per cent immunization rates. 
i would like to commend and 
congratulate our staff on their 
commitment to advancing the 
safety of our elderly residents. 
We also commend rNao for 
promoting this simple, but all 
too often overlooked, infection 
control and prevention initiative. 

Kathy O’Reilly, RN
VP, Quality and Performance 
 Improvement, Extendicare 

(Canada) Inc.

Explanation needed 
(and given) after  
regulators look to U.S. 
to develop entry exam
Re: Decision over RN entry 
exam sparks criticism, Policy at 
Work, January/February 2012

the plan by Canada’s nurs-
ing regulators to select an 

american, computer-generated 
exam for licensing registered 
nurses in Canada is appall-
ing. Where is the information 
and the final evaluation from 
the open discussions and pub-
lic forums that ought to have 
driven such a drastic shift in 
Canadian health policy? did 

the Canadian Nurses asso-
ciation (CNa) have an oppor-
tunity to study and compare 
its current licensing exam 
and protocols to the proposed 
exam and its administration by 
the National Council of state 
boards of Nursing? did CNa 
have ample opportunity to pro-
pose updates and changes to 
suit the regulators? Was there 
a rush to judgment or was this 
a vindictive decision, hastily 
made because of CNa’s long 
standing monopoly to prepare 
the exam? a thorough explana-
tion is required. the well-being 
and health of Canadians could 
be compromised by this unilat-
eral and unusual move.  

Millie Craig, RN (retired) 
Brockville, Ontario

Canadian nurse regulators 
have the legislated mandate  
to regulate the nursing 
profession in the public 
interest. regulators must 

determine the appropriate 
exam method and continually 
ensure it is valid, psycho-
metrically sound, and legally 
defensible. regardless of the 
geographic location of the 
exam provider, Canadian 
regulators must ensure the 
exam tests competencies for 

the Canadian nursing profes-
sion. regulators must also 
ensure the exam provider can 
administer a high quality exam, 
keep it current with changing 
practice competencies, ensure 
security, and deliver a product 
that is cost effective and techno-
logically reliable. Cultural values 
and knowledge of legal and 
system issues varies across 
borders. For this reason, the 
exam focuses on the competen-
cies of nursing practice, which 
do not vary across boundaries. 
CNo is committed to involving 
nurses and students in dis-
cussion about the purpose of 
an entry exam, the role of  
the provider, accountabilities  
of the regulator, and how 
Canadian nurses and educators 
will participate in the develop-
ment of the exam.

Deborah Jones
Manager, Communications, 

College of Nurses of  
Ontario (CNO)

Nobody wants to  
be dictated to
Re: Personal experience 
informs my perspective on 
challenges in the north, 
President’s View, January/
February 2012 

although i was very happy to 
read david mcNeil’s prom-
ise that rNao will continue to 
address social determinants of 
health in First Nations com-
munities, i was concerned by 
the tone he took when stating 
“while it is true that many First 
Nations communities no longer 
wish to be dictated to, and want 
to make their own decisions, 
there is much politicians can do 
to ensure that happens.” When 
have aboriginal people ever 
wished to be dictated to? it is our 
government’s devastating colo-
nial policies such as the Indian 
Act and residential schools that 
have caused so many of the 
pervasive social problems that 
plague First Nations communi-
ties. We need to stand with First 
Nations people in demanding 
from our government the same 
rights to good housing, food, 
education and self-determina-
tion as all other Canadians. 

Kim Van Herk, RN 
Ottawa, Ontario
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“the plan by canada’s nursIng

regulators to select an amerIcan

exam for lIcensIng regIstered

nurses In canada Is appallIng.”
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