
Debate rages over 
wind power
re: out with coal, in with 
renewable energy, Nursing 
in the News, September/
october 2011

We were disappointed to read 
of nurse practitioner Lel mor-
rison’s wholehearted endorse-
ment of wind power when the 
fact is, wind power projects are 
causing problems due to the 
environmental noise they pro-
duce. morrison references a 
report that is quite out of date. 
We refer readers instead to the 
findings of the environmen-
tal Review tribunal (July 2011) 
which, after hearing evidence 
from more than 20 experts, 
determined: “this case has 
successfully shown that the 
debate should not be simpli-
fied to one about whether wind 
turbines can cause harm to 
humans. the evidence pre-
sented to the tribunal demon-
strates that they can, if facilities 
are placed too close to resi-
dents. the debate has now 
evolved to one of degree.” Last 
year, a report prepared for the 
corporate wind industry sug-
gested it recruit health pro-
fessions and environmental 
groups to serve as “third party 
validators” for the industrial 
wind industry. We implore 
nurses to look deeper into this 
issue. there is much the wind 
industry is not telling you. 

Debbie Shubat,  
St. Joseph’s island, ontario

Jane Wilson,  
North gower, ottawa

eDitor’S reSPoNSe
RNAO believes wind energy, 
when appropriately cited, is 
one of several viable, renew-
able alternatives to coal and 
nuclear. the board of directors 
re-affirmed its support at its  
september board meeting. 

Former RNAO presi-
dent remembered
re: rNs mark the passing of 
a true leader, September/
october 2011

A few years ago, Joan Lesmond 
came to Kingston as the guest 
speaker for our annual RNAO 
dinner. i was asked to say  
the grace before the meal. i 
took this very seriously and  
was honoured to do my share 

for the evening’s event. When 
Joan got up to speak, she 
mentioned that the grace i said 
was sensitive and meaningful. 
she went on to say that she had 
never thought to comment on 
grace ever before. i was pleased 
that my thoughts reached  
her. i’ll always remember Joan 
for her appreciation and 
thoughtfulness, and her sense 
of being authentic.

Kathy coulson
Kingston, ontario

i would like to first mention 
how proud i am to be a mem-
ber of this organization. i was, 
however, very disappointed 
after reading the fall edition 
of the magazine, as i felt that 
Joan Lesmond’s tribute could 

have been better. As a previous 
president of RNAO, her pic-
ture should have been on the 
front page and her story given 
greater detail.

Marcia fisher
concord, ontario

To help or to hurt
re: the complexities  
of workplace bullying,  
legal column,  
September/october 2011

i loved the article on bullying in 
the workplace. i deal with this 
quite a bit when i do conflict 
resolution and mediation. it is 
sad that bullying takes place in a 
“helping” profession.

linda gravelle 
Sault Ste Marie, ontario

mAiLbAG
RNAO WANts tO HeAR yOUR cOmmeNts  
ANd OpiNiONs ON WHAt yOU’ve ReAd  
OR WANt tO ReAd iN RNJ.
WRite tO LetteRs@RNAO.ORG

OBITUARY
Dorothy Hall
August 1924–November 2011

dorothy Hall, honourary RNAO life mem-
ber and Ontario’s first provincial chief nurs-
ing officer, passed away on November 11 in 
palmerston, Ontario. the 87-year-old was best 
remembered for leading the charge to reintro-
duce the role of nurse practitioner into Ontar-
io’s health-care system in the early 90s. today, 
Ontario’s 1,900 Nps have the authority to diag-
nose, prescribe drugs, order most tests and as 
of July can now discharge patients from hospi-
tal. “Almost everything she envisioned came to 
fruition,” says theresa Agnew, past president of 
the Nurse practitioners’ Association of Ontario. 

Hall graduated from the University of West-
ern Ontario in 1947. she began her career run-
ning Red cross hospitals and clinics in remote 
Ontario outposts such as dryden, Lion’s Head 
and Rainy River. she delivered babies and 

provided emergency care on her own. Hall 
joined the World Health Organization (WHO) 
in 1950. she was first stationed in thailand, then 
New delhi, then europe. she returned to canada 
in the mid-1970s, and began to focus on mater-
nal health and midwifery. in 1993, at the request 
of Ontario’s Ndp government, Hall became 
Ontario’s first provincial chief nursing offi-
cer. “she was extremely good at building coali-
tions,” Kathleen macmillan, a friend and former 
RNAO president, recalls. “the regulatory bodies, 
professional associations, unions and academ-
ics ... she pulled them all together and laid out 
the framework [for] educational requirements, 
policy structures and legislation. she made 
some decisions that didn’t satisfy everybody, 
but because she was very pragmatic, she  
knew what was going to fly and what wouldn’t.”

Hall’s proudest moment came in 2002, when 
mcmaster University unveiled the $1 million 
dorothy c. Hall chair in primary-health-care 
nursing to focus on education and research. RN
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