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Editor ’s  Note

A trip through RNAO’s history

Work on this issue of Registered Nurse Journal began in a
most unusual place – at the bottom of dusty boxes long packed
away in a storage room. Inside, were treasures that chronicle the
association’s past 85 years. Photos and programs from annual
general meetings gone by reflect the growth of RNAO mem-
bership, and the issues of the day. That includes, in 1965, an
announcement that the meeting would adjourn early so every
member could walk up the street to Queen’s Park to demand

that politicians give nurses the right to collectively bargain for their contracts.When I
stumbled upon that photo, I realized that some things really do remain the same,
regardless of the year.The passion to create a better profession, and better patient care,
is a theme that pops up again and again.

There were also some more surprising items in the boxes: a bedpan; a shave prep
tray; and a blood administration set.They all look to be well past their expiry dates, but
discovering them made me smile. After all, besides the odd museum exhibit, where
else could you find such artifacts?

Throughout this year, we’ll be bringing you photos and facts from the past in each
edition of the Journal. This issue kicks off the celebrations with a timeline of some
important events in RNAO’s history. I also hope you’ll share your reflections with us.
You can send your favourite RNAO memory, or what the association’s 85th anniver-
sary means to you, to jscarrow@rnao.org.

Of course, this issue is more than a look back. In our cover feature, you’ll meet the
members of the newly formed Palliative Care Nurses Interest Group who are crafting
plans to make this specialized care a priority for policy makers, health providers, and
nursing educators.We also look at the ways nursing continues to evolve. In our profile,
we introduce Cathy Woldanski, who works with people who have hepatitis C. She
helps them stick to their medications and cope with the poverty many with the illness
live in. And we explore how nurses are catching a deadly disease early. RNs across
Ontario are now performing flexible sigmoidoscopies to make colon cancer screening
available to more people so they can spot the illness, and stop it before it kills.The
RNs’ stories in these pages are perhaps the greatest celebration of the legacy of this
association’s founders.Their dreams of a strong profession filled with knowledgeable
women and men are realized every day through the work of each of you.

Jill Scarrow
Acting Managing Editor

RNs mourn nurse killed in Haiti earthquake
RNAO members were saddened to learn of the death of Yvonne Martin during the

devastating earthquake in Haiti on Jan. 12. Work in Haiti became a passion for Ms.

Martin after she retired from her career as an RN at a medical centre in Elmira, a

small town near Kitchener-Waterloo. She died just 90 minutes after arriving in the

island nation. She had planned to embark on her fourth aid mission to help people

in the country. 

In a condolence letter to her family, RNAO President Wendy Fucile and Executive

Director Doris Grinspun offered their sympathies to Ms. Martin’s family, and com-

mended the work she was doing to ease the suffering of impoverished Haitians.
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