
RNJ Is Now 
DIGITAL!

nurses’ versatility and skill inspires

eDitOR’s	NOte	KiMbeRLey	KeARsey

As A mom, i find it incredibly  
difficult	to	imagine	my	young	
child	becoming	a	victim	of	
violence.	equally	troubling	
are	thoughts	of	how	i	might	
handle	the	situation	if	i		
lived	in	a	rural	or	remote		
community	with	limited	–		
or	no	–	resources	for	victims.	
in	this	issue	(page	12),	you		
will	meet	two	RNs	who	are	
offering	support	and	care	to	
victims	of	sexual	assault	and	
domestic	violence	in	Fort		
Frances	and	Kenora.	through	
a	unique	partnership	between	
Kathleen	Fitzgerald	and	Lori	
Green	–	RNs	who	hold	the	
title	of	sexual	assault	nurse	
examiner	(sANe)	and	possess	
specialized	training	in	a	very	
delicate	area	–	victims	of	all	
ages	are	getting	the	care	they	
need	in	their	own	community.	

the	specialized	training	and	
skills	that	sANes	possess	will	
no	doubt	surprise	some	people,	
including	Ontario’s	politicians	
who,	each	year,	participate	
in	one-on-one	meetings	with	
nurses	across	the	province	to	
learn	more	about	what	they	
do.	in	this	issue,	nine	MPPs	

provide	first-hand	accounts	of	
the	surprising	things	they’ve	
learned	on	these	visits,	and	
tell	us	why	they	make	time	in	
their	busy	schedules	to	meet	
with	RNs	and	RNAO	(page	
22).	each	says	they	are	grateful	
for	the	opportunity	to	explore	
nursing	in	different	settings,	
and	each	comments	that	they	
plan	to	continue	their	involve-
ment	in	the	association’s	
signature	political	events	such	
as	Queen’s Park Day,	Take Your 
MPP to Work,	and	Queen’s Park 
on the Road.		

these	MPPs	talk	of	the	skill	
and	versatility	of	nurses.	they	
marvel	at	the	ability	of	RNs	to	
always	put	their	patients	first.	
And	to	further	support	that	
notion,	we	bring	you	the	story	
of	a	group	of	Moosonee	nurses	
who	didn’t	let	a	fire	in	their	
community	health	centre	deter	
them	from	getting	clients	
the	care	they	need	(page	20).	
Who	says	you	can’t	have	a	
health	centre	in	a	curling	rink?	
certainly	not	the	nurses	in	
Moosonee.	We	hope	you	enjoy	
their	story	of	ingenuity	and	
perseverance.	RN
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