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1904 The Graduate Nurses’
Association of Ontario
(GNA), is formed by alumnae
groups of various schools 
of nursing in Ontario to 
encourage professional 
development among nurses.

1925 The GNA changes its
name to RNAO after the
provincial government passes
the Nurses Registration Act 
in 1922.

1951 The Nurses Registration
Act 1951, is passed, giving
RNAO responsibility for mak-
ing regulations around nursing
education and licensing.

1956 Construction begins 
of RNAO’s office building at
33 Price St. in Toronto. Daisy
Bridges of the International
Council of Nurses lays the
cornerstone of the association’s
new home.

1963 The Nurses Act 
establishes the College of
Nurses of Ontario.

1965 In April, more than
1,000 nurses march on

Queen’s Park to call for the
government to pass the Nurses’
Bargaining Act. RNAO 
members adjourn the annual
general meeting early on April
29 to take their call for 

collective bargaining for all
nurses to MPPs at the 
provincial legislature.

1973-74 The Ontario Nurses
Association (ONA) 
is created and takes on 
responsibility for collective
bargaining.

1998 Nurse practitioner 
legislation receives royal assent.

2000 Ministry of Health 
and Long-Term Care assigns
RNAO to lead the Nursing
Best Practice Guidelines 
program in Ontario.
• The association launches the

Take Your MPP to Work 
campaign during Nursing
Week to give politicians a
first-hand look at nursing.
• RNAO holds its first
Queen’s Park Day.

2003 Ontario government
commits to 70 per cent full-
time employment for nurses.

2005 RNAO moves into 
its own newly purchased, and
fully paid for, building at 
158 Pearl St. in Toronto.

2007 RNAO celebrates with
the staff and board of directors
at the opening of the Sudbury
District Nurse Practitioner
Clinics, the first of its kind in
Canada. Its success is followed
by the announcement of 
11 more clinics in 2008 and
2009.
• Ontario government commits
to Nursing Graduate Guarantee
program, providing full time
work for, and improving 
retention of, new nurses.

2009 RNAO’s best practice
guidelines program receives
prestigious awards. RN

Celebrating 85 years
Throughout 2010, Registered Nurse Journal will commemorate RNAO’s 
landmark anniversary with photos of years gone by, and memories from our members. 

1918 Members of the Graduate Nurses’ Association of Ontario gathered in London, Ontario
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Speaking out for health. Speaking out for nursing.

2000
RNAO

President Sue
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Liberal Health

Critic Lyn

McLeod

Daisy Bridges (second from right) lays
a cornerstone for the new building
that will be RNAO’s home until 1995.


