
Nurses decry  
housing conditions  
in Attawapiskat
details about deplorable living 
conditions in the Aboriginal 
community of Attawapiskat, 
near James bay, prompted 
RNAO to write an open let-
ter to prime minister stephen 
Harper and Ontario premier 
dalton mcGuinty on Nov 23. 

Attawapiskat chief theresa 
spence declared a state  
of emergency at the end of 
October and requested the 
evacuation of the community’s 
2,000 residents, stating she 
feared for the lives of children 
and elders with the onset of 
winter. Her plea for help led 
to a visit by area mp charlie 
Angus (Ndp). He reported  
seeing five families living in 
tents and up to 20 in sheds 
without indoor plumbing 
or adequate sources of heat. 
Another 128 families were  
living in houses condemned  
as a result of black mould  
and failing infrastructure.

more than 2,000 members 
responded to RNAO’s call for 
letters to politicians urging 
them to intervene.

in its action alert, RNAO 
pointed out how freezing tem-
peratures, a lack of running 
water, improper sanitation and 
overcrowding can lead to the 
spread of infectious diseases. 

the federal government 
agreed to spend $500,000 
for renovations, but Angus 
said that money won’t go far 
enough, especially given the 
high cost of housing construc-
tion in the north. At press 
time, negotiations continued  
to increase federal funding by 
two million dollars. 

Although reserves fall under 
federal jurisdiction, RNAO 
wants the provincial govern-
ment to do its part to advocate 
on behalf of the Aboriginal  
community, and press Ottawa 
into action.

meanwhile, the canadian Red 
cross stepped in to offer tempo-
rary help to the community.

Liberal government 
throne speech sets 
legislative agenda
before the christmas break, 
Ontarians got a taste of  
the Liberal government’s key 
priorities during a throne 
speech delivered by Lieutenant-
Governor david Onley.  

the good news is that while 
the province’s economy is still 
mired deep in recession, the gov-
ernment has pledged to protect 
spending for health and educa-
tion. A special commission look-
ing into government spending 
is expected to release its recom-
mendations in January. chaired 
by don drummond, a former 
senior economist with td bank, 
the commission is conducting a 
wide-ranging review of all pro-
gram spending.  

RNAO was among the first 
stakeholders invited to meet 
with drummond and his team 

to give its views on health 
expenditures. the association 
emphasized its long-standing 
belief that the most efficient 
and cost effective health care is 
delivered in a publicly funded, 
not-for-profit system. Other 
recommendations included 
ensuring adequate numbers 
of RNs, expanded roles for 
nurses, and recognizing the 
value Nps bring to the health-
care system. 

RNAO establishes  
task force on primary 
care nursing
Giving nurses a greater role  
in delivering primary care is 
the goal of a new RNAO task 
force. Almost 4,300 nurses 
(2,873 RNs and 1,412 RpNs) 
work in a variety of primary 
care settings throughout the 
province. RNAO believes their 
role is untapped and should  
be expanded to include group 
education, patient care 
coordination and common 
procedures such as pap smear 
exams. this will enable family 
physicians and Nps to focus  
on more patients in a timely 
manner, and in a more 
comprehensive way.  

the task force wants to hear 
from a broad cross-section 
of nurses who work in com-
munity health centres, family 
health teams, family prac-
tice offices, Np-led clinics and 
remote health centres, as well 
as from family physicians. the 
task force will be chaired by the 
president of RNAO’s Ontario 
Family practice Nurses inter-
est Group and RNAO execu-
tive director doris Grinspun. 
it will bring key stakeholders 
together to recommend revi-
sions to this nursing role. 

pOLicy At WORK

a Red Cross worker loads 
sleeping bags onto a trailer at 
the airport in attawapiskat
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it’s not too late to send  

an action alert. visit  

www.rNAo.org/attawapiskat.
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