
youR Mpp...
this February marks the 14th year that rnao members will visit Queen’s Park to connect with MPPs and 

cabinet ministers. this signature political event, which takes place Feb. 27, is one of several rnao-led 

initiatives that give politicians a better sense of the work of an rn. Queen’s Park on the road and take 

ted Arnott, Conservative MPP for wellington-halton hills,  
on take your MPP to work…

“it	gives	me	an	opportunity	to	see	first-hand	the	great	work	that	our	nurses	are	
doing	and	to	learn	more	about	the	health-care	system.	Of	course,	there	are	all	kinds	
of	advancements	every	year	in	terms	of	how	we	care	for	patients,	and	it’s	always	an	
interesting	experience.	if	i’m	privileged	to	continue	to	serve	the	people	of	Ontario	
in	the	legislature,	i	would	certainly	want	to	continue	to	participate.”

Peter tabuns, ndP MPP 
for toronto-danforth, on 
accompanying an rn on 
a tour of toronto’s red 
door Family shelter…

“there	are	a	lot	of	families	
dealing	with	very	difficult	
circumstances	and	hav-
ing	a	health-care	profes-
sional	right	in	the	building	
makes	it	a	lot	easier	for	
someone	who	is	trying	to	
corral	two	or	three	kids	
and	deal	with	the	fact	that	
they	don’t	have	a	house	
anymore…it	was	impres-
sive	to	me	how	many	peo-
ple’s	names	she	knew	as	
we	were	going	through	the	
building,	including	kids’	
names.	i	thought:	‘Okay,	
here’s	someone	who…has	
a	very	good	and	ongoing	
connection	with	the	popu-
lation	she’s	serving.’”	

France Gélinas, ndP MPP  
for nickel belt, on visiting the  
sudbury jail…

“i	know	that	prisoners	do	not	deserve	
the	taj	Mahal.	i	get	that.	but…why	is	
it	that	they	(nurses)	work	with	exami-
nation	tables	from	the	1920s?	i	can’t	
believe	that	since	1920,	we	haven’t	
been	able	to	buy	them	an	examina-
tion	table	that	would	make	their	work	
easier.	i	have	traveled	to	third	World	
countries	where	the	donations	com-
ing	from	canada…(are)	better	than	
what	those	nurses	were	working	with	
within	the	correctional	system.”

certainly	some	of	the	
issues	have	to	do	with	
nursing,	but	a	lot	are	issues	

that	have	to	do	with	social	determinants	of	health.	
the	fact	that	RNAO	is	looking	at	health	from	a	
community	perspective,	and	is	asking:	‘how	can	
we	improve	the	health	of	individuals	through	pre-
vention?’…that	says	to	me	that,	for	RNAO…it’s	not	
just	how	to	make	things	better	for	me	as	a	nurse,	
but…how	do	you	have	better	health	outcomes	for	
my	patients?	i	really	appreciate	that	that’s	tradition-
ally	been	the	focus	of	these	visits.”

Minister of education Liz Sandals, liberal MPP 
for guelph, on the issues raised by rns, and the 
consistent link to patients first and foremost…
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Joe Dickson, liberal MPP for ajax-
Pickering, on meeting with nurses 
in his constituency office…

“i	have	been	honoured	over	the	past	
seven	plus	years	to	attend	a	number	
of	events	during	Nursing	Week	at	my	
local	hospital,	as	well	as	at	Ontario	
shores	centre	for	Mental	health	
services.	Last	February,	i	was	hon-
oured	to	host	a	group	of	representa-
tives	from	RNAO	at	my	constituency	
office	as	part	of	their	Queen’s	Park	
on	the	Road	tour.	i	have	a	great	
respect	for	our	nurses	and	the	ser-
vices	they	provide	our	community.	i	
am	also	blessed	to	be	married	to	an	
RN	for	49	years.”	
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youR Mpp...
your MPP to work are two other events that generated opportunities in 2013 for 103 of the province’s 

107 MPPs to meet with members to learn more about the profession. we asked them to tell us why they 

feel it’s important to hear what rns have to say, and what they’ve learned about the profession…
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Conservative deputy leader Christine elliott, 
MPP for whitby-oshawa, on the importance 
of wound care…

“they’ve	really	opened	my	eyes	to	an	area	i	didn’t	
know	that	much	about.	i	tended	to	think	of	wounds	
as	something	that	may	have	been	post-surgical…
but	i	understand	now	that	wound	care	comprises	
a	lot	of	home	care	services	provided	by	nurses.	i…
learned	a	lot	about	the	issues	surrounding	that	and	
the	importance	of	being	vigilant	with	respect	to	
proper	wound	care	because	of	significant	compli-
cations	that	can	result	if	you’re	not	vigilant.”

it’s	very	important	to	see	
what’s	happening	on	the	
ground	in	any	community	

because	we	don’t	have	any	real	large	urban	cen-
tres,	in	my	riding	in	particular.	so	it’s	important	
to	see	how	health	care	is	rolled	out	in	each	indi-
vidual	community…the	challenges	sioux	Lookout	
may	experience	in	terms	of	home	care	or	num-
ber	of	beds	or	number	of	positions	will	look	
drastically	different	from	the	challenges	Dryden	
or	Fort	Frances	or	Kenora	might	experience.	For	
me,	it’s	important	to	see	where	the	gaps	in	ser-
vice	are	in	each	individual	community.”

Sarah Campbell, ndP MPP for kenora-rainy 
river, on the challenges of health care in rural 
and remote areas…

the	care	and	empathy	
that	i	saw	demonstrated	
was	incredible.	i	had	
the	chance	to	talk	to	two	
NPs	and	to	observe	them	
behind	the	scenes.	it	was	
amazing	to	see	the	inter-
action	between	the	differ-
ent	health	professionals.	
On	this	particular	evening,	
there	was	an	individual	
high	on	something	and	
they	had	to	restrain	him.	
the	nurses	didn’t	fool	
around.	i	was	fearful	for	
them…because	they	never	
know	what’s	coming	in.”

Rick Nicholls, Conserva-
tive MPP for Chatham-
kent-essex, on his visit 
to a frantic er on a 
Friday night…

Phil McNeely, liberal MPP for 
ottawa-orléans, on the take-home 
message he got after hearing 
rnao President rhonda  
seidman-Carlson speak during 
nursing week… 

“i	really	appreciated	her	speech	at	the	
breakfast	meeting	held	annually…
i	really	feel	we	can	deal	with	a	lot	of	
our	issues	within	the	health	system	
if	we	empower	the	nurses	to	act	at	
the	level	they	can	act	at.	there	are	
a	lot	of	inefficiencies	in	the	system	
because	the	nurse	can’t	take	action	
without	getting	a	doctor’s	approval…
and	the	system	doesn’t	perform	at	its	
best	level.”	

Queen’s Park Day: 
www.RNAo.ca/QpDay2014

Queen’s Park on the Road:  
QpoR.RNAo.ca

take your MPP to Work:  
www.RNAo.ca/TyMTw

registered nurse Journal     23     


