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Unintended consequences of the COVID-19 response measures on people who use drugs
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How can we respond? J

The crisis demands a practical approach, one that prioritizes keeping people alive. w
Central to harm reduction, we must respect basic human dignity and the rights of people who use drugs.



What does harm reduction look like in practice?

Harm reduction can include a series of programs, services and practices that aim to reduce harms associated with
substance use. To prevent overdoses, this must start with supervised consumption and opioid poisoning intervention.
Other services can include:
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Safe injection Naloxone training Peer support Education Referrals (primary health care,
supplies and distribution and other services and counselling treatment and rehabilitation)

- Nurses are well-positioned to advocate for people with lived experience to urge
A immediate action in response to the escalating opioid overdose crisis.

An extension of harm reduction
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Where are we now?

Cases of opioid-related morbidity and mortality,
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